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Don’t forget- Lawrence 
Campus holds Spring Jam on 
May 3!! 


Lawrence Campus will host 
Spring Jam, from 11 a.m- 1p.m. 
on the Dimitry Patio! 


Come join other students with 
music, slushies, spin art, and 
more fun activies! 


Discounted Chunky’s Tick- 
ets spon. red by the Student 
Senate!!! 


Do you love Chunky’s? Buy 
tickets for $5 a piece All proceeds 
go to the NECC Student Senate 
Scholarship! 


Tickets are located in the Sport 
and Fitness Center in room D105, 
from 9a.m-Sp.m through Fri- 

day the 28. Tickets will also be 
available during Spring Jam in 
Lawrence, 


For additional information, 
e-mail Kadee Tapley at 
Ktapley@necce.mass.edu 


Global Studies instructor to 
lecture at German university 
Rich Padova from the Global 
Studies Department will be guest 
lecturing on May 24th at the 
Institute of American Studies at 
Ludwig Maximilian University in 
Munich, Bavaria, Germany. 

He will discuss the U.S. 
presidential election system with 
an emphasis on the role of the 
Midwestern battleground states. 
Rich has worked on nine presi- 
dential campaigns and is current- 
ly writing his second book on 
government and politics. He also 
maintains an advanced collection 
of presidential campaign mem- 
orabilia from Franklin Pierce in 
1852 through Donald Trump in 
2016. 

Students, faculty and staff who 

_ would like an abstract of Rich’s 
presentation are invited to contact 
him for a copy at the end of May 
at rpadova@necc.mass.edu. 


Spring 2017 » 


NECC to host fifth annual 


Campus Classic 5K 


By Courtney SPERA 
Opinion Editor 

On Saturday, May 6 NECC 
will host its 5th annual Campus 
Classic SK and Fun Run. 

People from different com- 
munities have the opportunity 
to walk, run or volunteer where 
all proceeds go towards student 
scholarships and academic pro- 
grams. 

The Fun Run is welcoming to 
all kids and starts at 9 a.m. 

The 5K which can be walked, 
jogged or run by yourself, with a 
buddy or even with a group will 
start promptly at 10 a.m. 

You can register online at the 
Campus Classic webpage to run 
in the race for $10 with a NECC 
student ID or $25 for the regular 
entrance fee. 

Free T-shirts will be awarded 
to the first 250 people to register. 

Prizes will also be awarded to 
the three top winners from each 
age bracket. 

There are 54 chances to win 
prizes (nine age categories total, 
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Runners participate in last year’s 5K race. 


six chances for each category). 

Volunteers can also sign up 
online to help set up the event, 
cheer people on, or help pass out 
water at the finish line. 

The Campus Classic started in 
2013 to engage the community 
in fun and friendly competition 
as well as to raise awareness of 
NECC, 

Northern Essex’s President 
Lane Glenn said that the 5K all 
started with the President’s Run- 
ning Club. Glenn’s wife, Marga- 
ret who works for NECC and was 


a part of the running club, had the 
idea to have a SK race on campus 
where money would go towards 
student scholarships. 

Margaret’s idea got people ex- 
cited and from that day on people 
just kept adding new ideas, Glenn 
says. Margaret and Lindsey Gra- 
ham will be co-hosting this year’s 
5k. 

“J started the club, but the race 
was her idea,” says Glenn. 

Continued on page 4 


Program encourages registration 


NECC holds 
program to urge 


students to register 


By Mary GuzMaAn 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex Community 
College is currently administer- 
ing a Registration Incentive Pro- 
gram that runs until May 6. 

Tina Favara, the Director of 
Enrollment and Student Life said, 
“The Registration Incentive Pro- 
gram aims to encourage as many 
of our current students as possible 
to register early, during advanced 
registration and to take the time 
now to have meaningful conver- 
sations with their faculty advisers 
about their educational and career 
goals and how to reach them.” 

Favara said, “Students who 
register between April 3, and 


May 6, are automatically entered 
to win one of two prizes, a free 
course or a $250 gift card to the 
NECC book store. Winners are 
selected by a random drawing 
conducted by our marketing 
team.” 

“Students who register early 
are more likely to get the cours- 
es they need for graduation at the 
times that best fit their personal 
schedule,” she said. “This makes 
it easier to balance the demands 
of work, family and school. 
Many of our students do not reg- 
ister early, for example, our Fall 
2016 total student head count was 
5,976 students and to date (April 
20) only 1,498 students have reg- 
istered for Fall 2017. In addition 
to some students transferring to 
a four-year institution, we know 
that we graduate approximately 
600 students each spring — our 


goal is to provide an incentive 
to encourage as many of the re- 
maining students as possible to 
register between April 3 and May 
6 so that when they return from 
summer vacation they can focus 
on their academic pursuits rather 
than navigating the logistics of 
late registration,” said Favara. 

Victor Alcantara, an NECC 
student said, “this is a great op- 
portunity for everyone to be able 
to pay for their books and school 
supplies they might need to get 
through the semester.” 

Rafael Nunez, also an NECC 
student said, “I personally had no 
idea that they had any of these 
things and this is the first time 
I’m hearing about it. I think that 
they should promote it more.... 
People would register faster if 
they knew they could get a free 
course or $250 gift card 


1 & 
ETL 


Haverhill Campus ° 
(This is a selection of some 
log items.) f 

°4/10: Fire alarm testing in C 
building. 

4/11: 9:53 a.m.Three indi- 
viduals were removed from 
campus by Haverhill PD 
4/11: 10:50 a.m. Student 
found with drug paraphernalia 
on campus. E 5 
°4/17: Power shut off on cam- 
pus from 7 a.m. to noon. 
4/20: Ambulance and Fire 
Department resond to individ 
ual injured on athletic fields. 


Lawrence Campus: 


We forgot, sorry, 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St, 
room C-112(b) > 
978.556.3689 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 
978.655.5939 
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One door opens and another closes 


Trying to be 
optimistic in a time 


of sadness 
By Batitey Torrissi 
Editor-in-Chief 

Closing the cover of one book, 
and trying to start a new one in 
life is hard. So many times in life 
we have to pick up the pieces, 
and try and start somewhere new. 
Whether it’s a new relationship, 
new jobs, or just a new fresh start, 
it’s always hard to break away 
from old habits. 

I myself have had to recent- 
ly end one of the chapters in my 
book, a relationship. It’s hard 
not to look around everywhere 
and see something that reminds 
you of them. You hear songs and 
memories come back, you see 
that place you went to before and 
the time you went there pops into 
your memory. The term “time 
heals all” really is true, no matter 
how cliche and hard it is to be- 
lieve it. 

You may not realize it at first, 
but closing chapters might be 
good for you. You can take on 
new adventures, challenge your- 


self to new goals, and meet new 
people. You can start that book 
you always wanted to but didn’t 
have time for, you can treat your- 
self to your favorite meal you 
didn’t have the money for before, 
you can take that chance you’ve 
been holding back on for so long. 
You have to try and look at the 
bright side of things, and try and 
be optimistic for the times ahead. 
If you’re too busy feeling bad 
and sorry for yourself, you might 
miss out on opportunities that can 
change your life. 

I’ve taken opportunities the 
last few weeks to broaden my fu- 
ture, including a new job, and a 
new school in the fall. Although 
I am sad, it’s tough to be sad 
when you have so much to look 
forward to. 

I have learned a few ways to 
break out of new habits, and | 
hope that they can help someone 
else out in the future, or even 
someone facing these troubles 
now. 

By making new habits, you 
can try and break old ones. May- 
be instead of thinking back on old 
memories, you can think about 
creating new ones. Listen to new 
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songs and create new memories. 
Try a new ice cream flavor at that 
ice cream shop. Try a new food 
place instead of going to that 
place you two always went to. 
Put your phone on do not disturb 
instead of staring at it to see if 
they texted you. 

Going to the gym, and better- 
ing yourself is another great hab- 
it to get yourself into, especially 
when something like a break up 
comes into play. Working out and 
eating good instead of laying in 
bed all day and eating chips will 
make you feel better about your- 
self. 

Working out has given me a 
new purpose. It helps me get my 
mind off of everything else going 
on in my life. And eating good 
goes hand in hand. Looking bet- 
ter DEFINITELY helps you feel 
better as well. 

Spend time with people who 
cheer you up, and make you hap- 
py. For me, my Memere, sister, 
dog and father keep me happy. 
I usually spend my weekends 
taking my memere to Christmas 
Tree Shop, and helping my sister 
with her homework. My dad likes 
to take us out to dinner as well, 


we like the Atkinson Country 
Club, or UNO’s. 

Read books and watch a new 
Netflix series. The weather is get- 
ting perfect outside, so pick up a 
new book and enjoy it in the sun- 
shine. Take your laptop / phone / 
tablet whatever you use to watch 
your shows outside on the lounge 
chair. 

Find things to occupy your 
time. Commit to helping your 
friend with their project, sign 
up for a volunteer job, take your 
grandma to lunch. Go to the li- 
brary, help out around the house, 
the list continues of things that 
you can do to take your mind off 
of that dreaded thing. 

One thing I know for sure, is 
that time heals everything. You 
can pick yourself up, and cre- 
ate something better of yourself. 
Sulking and feeling bad for your- 
self isn’t going to help your sit- 
uation. 

You have to try and be opti- 
mistic about times to come. Ey- 
erything happens for a reason, 
and your life will always end up 
how it was meant to be. Wheth- 
er that’s working at some big 
time corporation in New York 


City, marrying your high school 
sweetheart, or moving to anoth- 
er country, you will always find 
your way. 

As for relationships, they’re 
always difficult, especially at this 
age. We have to remind ourselves 
that we are young, we are won- 
derful, and no matter what hap- 
pens to us, one day we will find 
someone who loves us for who 
we are. 

To all my fellow NECC stu- 
dents, I hope that one day you are 
able to find that person. I hope 
that you don’t have to deal with 
heartbreak (although, I know 
most of you do.) But, if and when 
you do, just know that I under- 
stand and I feel your pain. We all 
have to go through an experience 
like this to show us what we’re 
made of. 

Think outside the box and try 
things you’ve never tried before. 
Stay postiive, no matter how hard 
it is. Work on bettering yourself, 
and your true destiny will come. 
Everyone has a purpose in the 
world, and you will find yours. 
Everyone does eventually, wheth- 
er you’re 20 or 65. Please just 
hang in there, you will get there. 
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Roaming Reporter 


Will return next week.... 
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Deportation and immigration sparks talk 


Andy Vargus visits 
campus to discuss 
immigration 

By Courtney SPERA 
Opinions Editor 

On Wednesday, April 19, 
Haverhill City Councilman Andy 
Vargas came to the Haverhill 
campus to talk about immigration 
and deportation. 

Vargas started the talk by shar- 
ing that at least five confirmed 
nonviolent undocumented Haver- 
hill residents were picked up by 
the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, four of them were 
picked up in Haverhill, one driv- 
ing in New Hampshire, Vargas 
said. 

Vargas says one gentleman, 
who has no violent criminal re- 
cord, has two children of three 
months old and five years old 
and has been living in Lawrence 
for 12 years. He was detained for 
more than three weeks. 

Vargas said that the man does 
not pose as a threat to public safe- 
ty or national security. After three 
weeks, Vargas was able to work 
with his family and attorney and 
get him out on a bond. He is now 
back at home with his family ap- 
plying for his stay. 

In late March, five people in 
Lawrence that went to the Immi- 
grations and Customs office, had 
appointments to start the process 
of becoming legal residents and 
on their way out, ICE picked 
them up Vargas said. 


“Part of the battle that I’ve 
tried to undertake is informing 
both sides, mostly the communi- 
ty that is under attack as to what 
their rights are,” Vargas says. 

He says it’s a harder point to 
drive down than he thought. 

“If ICE shows up at your door, 
you don’t have to open up unless 
they have a warrant. On the oth- 
er end, explaining that it is inhu- 
mane and it doesn’t make sense 
to deport folks who don’t pose a 
threat to public safety or national 
security,” Vargas says. 

If the emotional aspect of sep- 
arating a family doesn’t bother 
them, Vargas will talk about the 
financial and economic aspect. 

Two kids with a single mom 
and one source of income costs 
taxpayers more money, says Var- 
gas. 

While there are many stud- 
ies out there, Vargas describes a 
UPenn study that shows a graph 
of United States gross domestic 
product and the number of undoc- 
umented immigrants. If you drag 
the amount of immigrants down 
as if you were deporting them, 
our GDP goes down as well. 

“Our country’s gross domestic 
productivity goes down the more 
we deport undocumented immi- 
grants,” says Vargas. 

This is only the case for those 
who do not pose a serious threat 
to public safety and national se- 
curity, Vargas says. 

“People who are here peace- 
fully trying to make ends meet, 
who have largely been productive 
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Andy Vargas and NECC Student Grant Bellino after the talk 


on campus Monday. 


and credible members of soci- 
ety, it makes no sense to deport 
them,” says Vargas. 

The priorities for ICE has 
changed, Vargas said. 

“ICE before the priorities was 


going after those with violent | 


criminal records who posed as 
a threat to the public safety and 
national security. Since then, the 
Trump administration has shifted 
that to, you’re a criminal if you 
are undocumented.” 

Vargas says we have seen this 
mentality being practiced right 
here in Haverhill. 

“There is zero political appe- 
tite to even talk about this [depor- 
tation and immigration] issue,” 
Vargas says. 


Vargas says he is the only 
one who has floated the idea of | 


Haverhill being a sanctuary city 
and that it was quickly shut down. 

“Our job as politicians in of- 
fice becomes easier the more the 
electorate becomes engaged,” 
Vargas said. 

95 percent of 18-24 year olds 
in Haverhill does not vote in mu- 
nicipal elections, Vargas says. 

“The electorate in Haverhill 
are older, more conservative than 
the city at large,” says Vargas. 

This can push city councilors 
to not talk about issues minority 
groups are facing because they 
aren’t making up the electorate. 

They are making a stronger 
push on Facebook and other so- 
cial media in order to appeal to 
the younger crowd, Vargas said. 

Vargas is the only person of 
color elected in the entire city. 
The overrepresentation based on 
age, race and gender is promi- 
nent. 

“Local elections are where 
your vote has the heaviest influ- 
ence, but it doesn’t have the same 
hype as presidential elections,” 
Vargas says. Because of this he 
says they have to energize the 
voters by talking about issues 
they care about. 

Writing to the Eagle Tribune, 
commenting on local news arti- 
cles and social media appropri- 
ately, showing up to rallies, or just 
sitting in on city council meetings 
are all ways we can show support 
in our communities, Vargas says. 

“The more our voices can be 
injected into these channels that 
are only portraying one bias, the 
better,” says Vargas. 

Vargas has taken a lot of heat 
talking about immigration and 
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NECC Group of students, and Professors Slaner and Rus- 


sell pose with Andy Vargas. 


deportation. 

Just after sharing constitution- 
al facts of immigrants, undocu- 
mented or not from the ACLU, 
there was a blowback saying that 
he was aiding and abetting crim- 
inals. 

“Two weeks ago someone 
wrote a Sound Off to the Eagle 
Tribune saying that I was born in 
the Dominican Republic; I was 
born in Cambridge,” Vargas says. 

“As a country we can dis- 
agree all we want, but we have 
to respect each other and respect 
facts,” says Vargas. 

The more we can have conver- 
sations face to face or in a calm 
manner online, the more middle 
ground we can reach. 

“Yes, I’m Latino, but I also 
am privileged because | am a 
light skinned Latino. I can pass 
as white which has allowed me to 
blend into certain scenarios. And 
it’s an unfortunate reality in priv- 
ileges that I’ve had, but under- 
stand that privilege has also given 


me the lens of trying to figure out 
how we can make sure that others 
can break barriers that don’t have 
those privileges,” Vargas says. 

When it comes to deportation 
and immigration, NECC student 
Nick Stuart says that there is a 
big grey area as far as Haverhill 
is concerned. 

“The city is aware of the situ- 
ation as far as their role in immi- 
gration and how it could benefit 
the people or affect immigrants,” 
says Stuart. 

They don’t see the benefit of 
becoming a sanctuary city, Stuart 
said. 

Janel D’agata-Lynch, NECC’s 
civic engagement and service 
learning coordinator says that 
there are a lot of questions that no 
one has all of the answers to. 

“Talking about it, engaging 
with those showing support and 
solidarity is what we can do at 
this point, however you feel about 
the issues,” D’agata-Lynch says. 


9 a 


The more we can have conversations face 
to face or in a calm manner online, the 
more middle ground we can reach. 

- Andy Vargas, Haverhill Selectman 
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This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Page 4 * NECC Observer « April 26, 2017 


() observer.necc.mass.edu 


News 


@theneccobserver 


facebook.com/neccobserver 


Counter terrorism expert speaks at NECC 
Expert visits to highlight the topic of violent extremism 


By Justin Lucciano 
NEWS EDITOR 

Terrorism is a threat to all 
people everywhere and it’s 
something that is impossible to 
predict. Terrorism can happen 
anywhere and anyone can be a 
terrorist. Bob Milton a retired 
Scotland Yard commander and 
current criminal justice and lead 
faculty for counter terrorism pro- 
fessor at Bay Path university, 
gave a lecture on the path to vi- 
olent radicalization and extreme 
terrorism on Thursday April 6. 
It was held in the Tech Center at 
the Haverhill Campus but was 
streamed by video in Lawrence 
where students in the El Hefni 
building watched. 

Milton isn’t with Scot- 
land Yard anymore but he is still 
constantly contacted by media 
outlets as an expert consultant 
on the topic of terrorism and that 
is why readers might recognize 
him, especially if readers saw 
media coverage of the London 
terror attack that occurred on 
March 22, 2017 near the West- 
minster Palace. 

Milton used the suspect in- 
this incident as an example in his 
path to terrorism part of his lec- 
ture that talked about how people 
turned to violent radicalism and 
the symptoms they would have. 

Milton started his talk though 
with a personal introduction and 
then started the terrorism part of 
the lecture about the Grand Hotel 
bombing in Brighton, England, 


5k run cont. 


in 1984. In this attack the IRA 
attempted to kill Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher among others 
and missed her and some other 
main targets by seconds because 
Thatcher was running late. The 
IRA then released a statement, 
“Today we were unlucky but we 
only have to be lucky once, you 
have to be lucky always.” This 
quote was the introduction to his 
talk and his conclusion would be 
a response to this quote. 

Milton discussed the usu- 
al profile for violent extremists 
and extremists are usually male 
and around 25. In his research 
he says that the profile often in- 
cludes someone who may be a 
second generation immigrant, 
have a history of mental illness, 
who has spent time in jail. The 
path to violent extremism as de- 
scribed by Milton as a percep- 
tion of grievance and injustice 
towards the religious group or 
minority group of the extremist. 

The next part of the path is ex- 
posure to networks, so groups of 
people either online or in person 
that share the extremists’ views. 
The third step is the acceptance 
of the extremist ideology, so 
the individual would start using 
terms to differentiate himself and 
others with his views from the 
rest of society. 

The last step is the desire for 
martyrdom, so the willingness 
of the individual to give up their 
life for their cause. 

Then as Milton used a case 
study example of both the com- 


mon profile and the 

path of violent extremism: Kha- 
lid Massod the man responsible 
for the Westminster incident that 
occurred on March 22. Massod 
was born named Adrian Russell 
Elms and was born in England. 
Massod was a husband, father, 
and grandfather and had a his- 
tory of low level crime, until 
he stabbed a man in the face. 
He then went to prison and that 
experience converted him to Is- 
lam. People close to him said he 
changed and he had contact with 
extremists or people with radi- 
cal views. There was evidence 
of him having mental illness 
and anger issues. He was under 
suspicion of MI 5, the domestic 
security agency of the United 
Kingdom, as a possible extrem- 
ist but they deemed him not a 
threat. Sadly, they were wrong. 
He drove a van into pedestrians 
fatally injuring five and injur- 
ing 50 others and then fatally 
stabbed a police officer. 

The only part of the common 
extremist profile Massod didn’t 
fit into was the age part of 25, 
he died at 52 in the incident. He 
was shot and killed by a police 
officer. 

Milton stressed the impor- 
tance of that extremists show be- 
havior before they act and violent 
extremist acts, like Massod’s can 
be prevented. People need to be 
aware of who the people around 
them spend time with, what their 
views are and pay attention to 
their behavior. 


Professor Bob Milton 


One audience member at 
the lecture then asked, “How do 
you convince politicians to the 
prevention course?” 

“UK has had to pass legisla- 
tion to pass prevention policy. 
There are no quick results and 
that is what they (politicians) 
look for” said Milton in re- 
sponse. 

The United States should also 
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look into fol- 

lowing the United Kingdom’s 
model and create legislation and 
an agency for terrorism and ex- 
tremist prevention, he said. 

One good way to end terror- 
ism is to stop it at its source and 
stop extremists from ever being 
created. 


Alpha Beta Gamma holds ceremony 


for 30th anniversary 


Glenn says that he is 
looking forward to watch- 
ing the kids run and putting 
medals around their necks 
when they finish He said 
that he hopes everyone can 
achieve a sense of accom- 
plishment from participat- 
ing or volunteering in the 
SK. 

“If you can raise money 
for student scholarships and 
academic support by getting 
sweaty and running three 
miles, that’s pretty cool,” 
says Glenn. 

Glenn has run in the 5K 
every year since it started. 

“T run in it and I encour- 
age others to run. It’s called 
the Campus Classic because 
we encourage other colleges 
to run it as well,” Glenn 
says. 

Sarah Comiskey, volun- 
teer coordinator for the SK 
says that at community col- 
leges sometimes it can be 
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difficult for students to feél 
like they are a part of the 
campus culture. 

“The Campus Classic is 
a great opportunity to con- 
nect with peers and see that 
NECC has a vibrant com- 
munity spirit,” Comiskey 
said. 

Ray Florent, NECC stu- 
dent, is volunteering for his 
third consecutive year. 

He volunteers every year 
at one of the checkpoints to 
cheer runners on as well as 
help set up the course. 

“It’s. rewarding to see 
the completion of the event 
knowing you helped with 
that process,” Florent says. 

Florent says that college 
life is like one big family. 

“| feel the more you get 
involved, the easier college 
life is,” Florent said. 

You can follow #Run- 
TheCampus on social me- 
dia. 


Business students’ 
achievements are 


celebrated 


By Justin Lucciano 
News Editor 

Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege’s chapter of Alpha Beta Gam- 
ma or the school’s business honors 
society had their 30th anniversary 
celebration on April 19 and it had 
over 100 attendees. Awards were 
given out, a student speaker gave a 
speech, a prestigious member’s ac- 
complishments were celebrated and 
the society’s president had to give 
the reins to his successor. 

Pam Donahue talked about how 
during the event she would talk 
about a past member John William- 
son and his accomplishments as of 
late. Williamson was elected to be 
part of a executive committee and 
he will soon be participating in and 
leading a huge community service 
project. Donahue was extremely 
proud. 

Alpha Beta Gamma is a society 
for business students that focuses 


around civic engagement and has 

students participate in bake sales, 

food drives and several other volun- 

teer opportunities at places like the 

Cor Unum meal center in Lawrence 
or the Lazarus House thrift center 
in Lawrence. 

“Being part of the honors soci- 
ety is very beneficial” said Winfield 
Field the former president of the so- 
ciety this past school year of 2016- 
2017 and an accounting major. He 
said it is right to help students learn 
teamwork skills and gives them 
valuable volunteer experience. 
Field’s position was passed to busi- 
ness transfer major Timothy Moles. 
“I wasn’t expecting it” said Moles 
about becoming Alpha Beta Gam- 
ma’s new president of the NECC 
chapter. Moles is only in his second 
semester and just joined the society 
so he didn’t think he was going to 
be appointed but his involvement 
in the society and high GPA is why 
Pam Donahue appointed him. 

Many awards and scholarships 
were handed out to students for 
their involvement with Alpha Beta 
Gamma and one student even gave a 


speech as the chosen annual student 
speaker. Business management ma- 
jor Cassandra Aguiar was given that 
job. Aguiar spoke of her experience 
in writing intensive course saying 
it prepared her well in making her 
speech as well as putting her in the 
running for the position of student 
speaker at this event. 

“One of my professors saw my 
potential and recommended me 
to be the student speaker,” said — 
Aguiar about being given the stu- 
dent speaker position. Aguiar said 
her speech was about the failures 
and challenges she faced and had 
to overcome, including balancing 
school with a 60-hour work week. 
Aguiar also talked about her “peers 
in the club and how everyone has a 
special skill” and she discussed the 
importance of teamwork and how 
Alpha Beta Gamma cultivated that. 

Alpha Beta Gamma is a nation- 
wide society that does a lot of great 
work and the students of NECC — 
who are involved with this society 
deserve recognition and luckily they 
all received that last Wednesday. 
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NECC Bentley 
Library celebrates 


with students 
By Courtney SPERA 
Opinions Editor 

On Tuesday, April 11, the 
Bentley Library celebrated Na- 
tional Library Week with photos 
and refreshments with students 
and faculty 

Walking into the library, you 
were greeted with a board where 
you could post sticky notes an- 
swering why you love the library. 
The board was filled with reasons 
why students and faculty had a 


place in their heart for NECC’s 
library. 

“T love how the librarians help 
us anyway they can to ensure we 
do well in our courses. Plus, the 
atmosphere here is very friendly 
and peaceful- 1 LOVE IT HERE,” 
read one anonymous post-it note. 

There was also a station to 
show your “#Bookface,” which 
is a picture you take with a book 
cover held over your body or face 
to meld yourself and the book. 

Coffee, water, bagels, pastries 
and fresh fruits were offered to 
try to gain some interest. 

Laura Mondt, research and 
reference instruction librarian 


by, Courney Spera 


Ph 
Bentley Library celebrates National Library Week by ask- 
ing students “What do you love about your library?” 


SUMMER COURSES 
START JUNE 19 


AT NECC IN HAVERHILL 


News 


@theneccobserver 


said that NECC has never cel- 
ebrated National Library Week 
and thought it would be a good 
time to celebrate, as well as get- 
ting feedback from students about 
studying spaces in the library. 

“J had the idea to celebrate Na- 
tional Library Week this year and 
brought the idea to our librarian 
team, and we then chose how we 
wanted to celebrate,” said Mondt. 

Lawrence campus library cel- 
ebrated their NLW the next day 
on Wednesday, April 12, having 
it be the first year for both cam- 
puses. 

“Even though we have the 
two campuses, the librarians on 
both campuses meet regularly to 
plan,” said Mondt. 

Mondt says that the last stu- 
dent survey regarding the library 
was done in 2007. 

“Over the past three weeks 
we have been observing where 
students study,” Mondt says. She 
says that the post-it notes help get 
the “vibe” of the library. 

Looking forward, they are 
keeping the students in mind, 
whether it is moving furniture 
around or offering extra space, 
Mondt said. 

Mondt says that #Bookface is 
a fun activity that libraries and 
library enthusiasts all over the 


Pursue a UMass Lowell Degree at NECC i 


facebook.com/neccobserver 


National Library Week at NECC 


Photo by Courney Spera 


The library provides snacks and beverages for people 
coming to visit for National Library Week 


country participate in and that she 
thought it would be fun for NECC 
to get in on the action by pulling 
books with faces and body parts 
on the covers. 

Elementary education student 
Patrick Mooney said that cele- 
brating National Library Week 
was a fun experience. 

“There’s free food; it’s the best 
kind of procrastination,” Mooney 
said. 

Ingrid Polanco, administrative 
assistant for NECC’s tutoring 
center, said that participating in 


Haverhill 


#Bookface was fun and creative 
and that it was nice to be some- 
body else. 

“When going through the 
books, I noticed they need more 
multiracial faces on magazines 
and books because most of them 
were men, or white, caucasian 
people,” Polanco said. 

“T found one kind of a black 
lady because I relate to her since 
I’m Hispanic, but it was fun play- 
ing with the books,” says Polan- 
co. 


Earn Your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill.” 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held this Summer at Northern 
Essex Community College in Haverhill. Summer courses run from June 19 to August 10 in Haverhill. 
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© Dynamics of Interpersonal 


Autism 
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¢ Health Psychology 
¢ Seminar in Clinical Psychology: 
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Rookie actor scores lead role in school play 


Newcomer to 
theater gets lead 


role in Lone Star 
By GENEVIEVE SCHERER 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

To many college students, at- 
tempting to balance school work 
with other activities can be noth- 
ing short of difficult. For Grant 
Bellino, Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College philosophy major, it 
is his passion. 

As a member of the Student 
Senate, president of the Amnesty 
International club, Knights var- 
sity basketball player, Parnassus 
staff member, orientation leader, 
and a member of the Improv club, 
becoming an actor in the school 
play is just another thing to add 
to his arsenal of extracurricular 
activities. 

For an overachiever like Bell- 
ino, it should not come as a sur- 
prise that he scored the lead role 
in his first play. Lone Star, a one- 
act play written by James Mclure, 
takes place in Maynard, Texas. 
This play also takes part with an- 
other one act play, Laundry and 
Bourbon, also written by Mclure. 


The two plays work off of one 
another to create a dynamic, yet 
comedic story. 

The play features a Vietnam 
veteran named Roy, who has re- 
turned from the war a changed 
man. Bellino says Roy attempts 
to hold onto his youth, and “gets 
drunk every single night. He does 
the same routine, he’s trying to 
relive his glory days. His most 
cherished memories were back 
in high school and in the early 
days.” 

The scene is set in the back 
of Angels Bar in Maynard, where 
Roy is joined by his younger 
brother Ray. Although Ray ad- 
mires Roy, it is later discovered 
that Ray slept with Roy’s wife 
when he was in Vietnam. 

Cletis, the third character in 
the play, is the son of a hardware 
and appliance store owner. Bell- 
ino says, “He’s kind of dim-wit- 
ted, and Roy really despises him. 
The three characters really play 
off of each other’s traits and ac- 
tions.” 

Bellino describes his charac- 
ter as a drunk, and says on top 
of needing to develop a Southern 
accent, playing Roy was a diffi- 


cult character to play. “When you 
are in a production, you still have 
to articulate your words, so it is 
actually quite difficult to play a 
drunk on stage.” Bellino also adds 
“You have to make up for that 
with the physical movements: the 
tripping, the falling, the facial ex- 
pressions, and other components 
of acting, besides just using the 
words from the script.” 

Auditioning for the play is 
described as a fun and interest- 
ing experience by Bellino. “Our 
director Brianne [Beatrice] has 
professional experience, so she 
knows what auditions are like. 
She wanted to keep that environ- 
ment when we were all audition- 
ing.” 

Owing to his natural talent, 
the actor was able to score the 
lead role of Roy with ease. As for 
practicing and rehearsing for it, 
he had a more grueling and diffi- 
cult experience. “It takes so much 
energy to prepare. To prepare for 
the show, to learn your lines, and 
then finally to learn your block- 
ing, which is the movements on 
stage. I had to take the advice and 
the constructive criticism from 
Brianne, and also my castmates 


SY a 


It was a constant process of learning and 
development. 
- Grant Bellino 


Sn 


to help me move forward with 
certain scenes.” 

Bellino also claims he could 
not have accomplished what he 
did without the support of his di- 
rector and castmates. Speaking 
of Beatrice, he says “She'll get 
on you when you need to say a 
certain line, or make certain ob- 
jectives clear. She can be stern 
and tough, but she is extremely 
caring and she provides an indis- 
pensable amount of experience 
and wisdom, and the positive en- 
ergy is truly felt by every single 
member of the cast.” 

Theater major, castmate, and 
experienced performer Ben Joyall 
says he was impressed with Belli- 
no’s dedication as a newcomer. “I 
didn’t really know what to expect 
at first. He had a very good work 
ethic, I think one of the best we 
saw in the show. Almost every 


day he was asking when we can 
rehearse again.” Joyall also feels 
that it says a lot about Bellino 
that he got the lead role with such 
little performing experience. “It 
shows that he likes to persevere, 
he is a leader, and we saw that. 
He took on such a difficult role, 
it’s a very emotional role, and a 
lot of it is just going back to the 
commitment that he gave and the 
time we spent together.” 

Bellino, the multi-talented 
student says, “I would not have 
been able to reach my fullest po- 
tential without the support from 
[Beatrice] and my castmates, and 
I have developed as an actor be- 
cause of the support I received 
from everyone involved. Every- 
one around me, the crew, my fel- 
low castmates and my director. It 
was a constant process of learn- 
ing and development.” 
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NECC celebrates Earth Day, social justice 


Event highlights 
ways to protect the 
environment and the 
creatures in it 


By Saran DEsSIDERIO 
Campus Life 

On April 19, at the Social 
Justice Fair, Earth Day was cele- 
brated in a big way, organized by 
Christine Sifre, Nate Miller, and 
Sara Ramirez from Student En- 
gagement. At the event there were 
reusable bags you could paint and 
decorate however you wanted, 
trivia questions where you could 
either win a reusable NECCO 
water bottle or a salad shaker, and 
then the biggest hit; planting! You 
were able to choose either a pail 
or mason jar and you could fill it 
up halfway with either shells or 
rocks which “help promote hu- 
midity and moisture which helps 
it grow, so that also means you 
don’t have to water it as often.” 
Then you place the organic dirt 
provided, and you could either 
plant sunflowers, wildflowers, or 
zinnias which all “attract bees, 
butterflies, and humming birds 


Prospective 
students come see 


what NECC has to 


offer. 
By Sarau DEsIDERIO 
Campus Life 

On April 12, NECCO gath- 
ered on the Quad for Spring Jam, 
a celebration of clubs, activities, 
students, and staff as well as 
welcoming potential, incoming 
freshman who were touring the 
campus. Current students show- 
cased what they work so hard 
doing every day. There was a tal- 
ent show, raffle baskets, different 
clubs, and Professor Mike Cross 
wearing a classic knight helmet. 


Photos by: Bailey  Torrissi 


(Editor-in-Chief) 


Photo b Dia Cross 
Sarah Desiderio(right 


posing with Bailey eae 
holding copies of the NECC 
Observer. 


and promote pollination by 


proving food, especially to the : 


bees.” Sifre said, “It’s something 
small we can do as a human race 
to promote life for other species 
that makes a big difference.” 


Genevieve Scherer got her | 
Earth Day trivia question } 
right, can you get it right too? | 


What is the term for mass clear- 
ing of the world’s forest? 

A) Clearing 

B) Developmental Area 

C) Deforestation 

D) Progress 


See SERSTEHIGH) high-fiving with a 
Christine Sifre after getting her trivia ques- Christine Sifre explains bag painting and 


tion correct. 


Photos by: Sarah Desiderio 


Grant Bellino participating in 
activities at Spring Jam. 


Nate Miller sakine feilow prudent Earth 
Day trivia questions. 


Prof. Mike Cross wearing 
a knight helmet. 


planting to fellow students. 


Community Outreach Club being represented. 
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STEM speaker focuses on PTSD 


Dr. Carlos Cuevas talks PTSD and 
diversity within the Latino community 


By CLEO BriGHAM 
Features Editor 

On Wednesday, April 12, 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege’s STEM Speakers Series 
welcomed Dr. Carlos A Cuevas, 
PHD to the Lawrence campus. 
The series is made possible by a 
grant from the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Education’s STEM 
Starter Academy. Standing for 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math, STEM is an program 
offered at the 15 Massachusetts 
community colleges. The purpose 
of STEM is to educate, engage, 
and recruit students to study in 
these specific fields. 


NECC’s _ assistant 
Science, Technology, Engineer- 
ing & Advanced Manufacturing, 
Carolyn Knoepfler, PhD taught 
Cuevas when he was getting his 
bachelor’s degree in psychology 
at Tufts University in Medford. 

While introducing him years 
later, she said that after hearing 
about his work as an Associate 
Professor at Northeastern Univer- 
sity’s School of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice in Boston, MA 
as well as the co-director of the 
university’s Violence and Justice 
Research Lab she knew he would 
be a great addition to the Speak- 
ers Series lineup. 

Cuevas’s talk 


was enti- 


Photo by Cleo Brigham 


Dr. Carlos Cuevas, co-director of Northeastern Univer- 
sity’s Violence and Justice Research Lab, came to visit 
NECC. 


dean of 


tled,“Understanding Trauma and 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder: 
Issues of Diversity Within Lati- 
no/a Victims of Violence.” In 
addition to teaching, Professor 
Cuevas works researching trauma 
and victimization, specifically the 
effects among Latino women. and 
youth. His most recent studies 
have examined dating violence 
and delinquency among Latino 
adolescents. Cuevas explained 
that he specifically researches is- 
sues of mental health among mi- 
nority groups and people of color 
because historically there hasn’t 
been much indepth research done 
within these demographics. “The 
research in terms of looking into 
sub populations has not kept up 
with the rate of diversification in 
this country,” he stated 

Aided by Powerpoint visuals, 
Cuevas began his lecture by go- 
ing over the history of Post Trau- 
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
and how it’s been characterized 
and diagnosed throughout histo- 
ry. He went on to talk about how 
hard it is to diagnose because vic- 
tims who are asked about their 
trauma typically find it difficult 
to give a clear and linear explana- 
tion of their experiences or symp- 
toms. Cuevas stated that PTSD is 
interesting as it’s the only mental 
health diagnosis where a trau- 
matic event is required. Cuevas 
also noted that PTSD is typical- 
ly accompanied by other mental 
health problems. People who are 
depressed, express delinquent 
behavior, have anxiety, or abuse 
substances are more likely to be 
traumatized and have PTSD. Vic- 
tims are also at a higher risk of 
experiencing multiple traumatic 
events. Cuevas stressed that rev- 


Photo by Cleo Brigham 


Dr. Carlos Cuevas speaks to NECC students about PTSD 
and violence in the community. 


ictimization happens no matter 
what the victim’s lifestyle looks 
like. 

When asked by a student in the 
audience how the community can 
recognize warning signs of trau- 
ma and abuse within the Latino 
community, Cuevas explained 
that treatment of PTSD isn’t ef- 
fective if the person who’s trying 
to help the situation is not cultur- 
ally aware. Understanding and 
empathy is crucial when dealing 
with people who have experi- 
enced traumatic events. When it 
comes to Latino and other immi- 
grant communities, Cuevas noted 
that cultural assimilation can be 
detrimental in terms of a person’s 
well being and sense of self. He’s 
noticed that how a person is seen 
in their community can cause so- 
cial and political bias victimiza- 
tion. 


Cuevas urged students in- 
terested in psychology and vic- 
timization to become aware and 
recognize that it’s a phenomenon 
that happens in many communi- 
ties. He said people in the general 
public are often apt to critique a 
victim’s story or blame them for 
their trauma. He expressed that 
this is why it’s important to be 
smart about how people educate 
themselves on this sensitive top- 
1c 

“Don’t rely on the media to 
educate yourself about this.” 
Cuevas began explaining that the 
stories the public are exposed to 
on the news can be flashy and 
overdramatized. He urges people 
interested in learning more about 
this topic to actively engage with 
people who work with survivors 
and are knowledgeable about 
mental health. 


Student voices: Listening and learning 


Students from African into the background,” said Pierre. 


students club have a 
chance to bring light 


By CLEo BriGHAM 
Features Editor 

This semester, NECC’s 2017 
Professional Day was focused on 
the theme, “Student Voices: Lis- 
tening and Learning.” The event 
was held Friday, March 31 from 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm in the Hartleb 
Technology Center on the Haver- 
hill Campus. The event began 
with a panel compiled of students 
from the college’s African Stu- 
dents Club. The panel was offered 
to give these students a chance to 
discuss challenges they may have 
faced making their transition to 
the United States, their percep- 
tions of what it means to belong 
and to talk about some their expe- 
riences at Northern Essex. 

The panel began with an in- 
troduction from the club’s faculty 
advisors, Psychology professors 
Peter Flynn and Sheila Pierre. 
“One of the reasons why we have 
this panel today is to highlight 
other students that sometimes fall 


The first student to speak 
was nursing student, Francis 
Mwange. Mwange is from Kenya 
and has been living in the U.S. for 
seven years. Although he already 
had a degree in lab science from 
NECC, Mwange was _ inspired 
to start his nursing prerequisite 
courses as his wife is also an reg- 
istered nurse. Mwange explained 
that what he’s found helpful 
about studying at NECC is how 
students are able to easily inte- 
grate themselves into the culture 
of the college. 

The next speaker was Kelvin 
Njeri, a third semester student 
from Kenya also taking his RN 
prerequisites. Njeri explained 
that although it was initially hard 
to navigate a different culture 
when he moved here, he found 
NECC’s advisors helpful during 
his transition. “I find it welcom- 
ing to find someone who knows 
what you need even if you came 
from a different background or 
country,” Njeri stated. 

Casimir Ntar, a student from 
Cameroon who plans to transfer 
to UMass Lowell next semester 
with a Business Administration 


degree with a concentration in 
Accounting hopes to use the skills 
he learned at NECC to become a 
CPA. “After graduation, wherey- 
er I go it doesn’t matter. My plan 
is to impact people’s lives,” Ntar 
explained, “I want you to feel like 
you’re not alone and you can al- 
ways be who you want to be.” 

Next, Olawafolakemi Mudsiru 
from Nigeria had the opportuni- 
ty to explain the differences be- 
tween education in Africa and the 
U.S. Mudsiru is currently in his 
last semester of studying Busi- 
ness Transfer at NECC. He ex- 
plained that in Africa he always 
had to struggle for his educa- 
tion, but coming to America has 
helped him progress and get in- 
spired to pursue as many degrees 
at he wants. 

Purity Njeri, a student from 
Kenya echoed Mudsiru’s thoughts 
about the differences between the 
U.S. and African education sys- 
tems. She explained how vital it 
was for her to have her voice be 
heard and get support from her 
teachers and advisors. Catherine 
Ketulege, a nursing student who 
moved to the U.S. from Uganda 
when she was five also elaborated 


on how although she felt intimi- 
dated and isolated, having a good 
support system from the college 
made a huge difference. 

Finally, Ernest Ewusi, a stu- 
dent whose parents immigrated 
from Camaroon explained how 
NECC, as well as the African 
Students Club has made an im- 
pact on his experience at the 
college. Before going to NECC, 
Ernie had a soccer scholarship to 
Louisiana State University. After 


Photo Courtesy HC Media 
Student Olawafolakemi Mudsiru participating in the pan- 


el on March 31. 


hurting his ankle in a game, Ewu- 
si wasn’t able to play and lost his 
scholarship. Despite this, Ewusi 
explained that he’s glad this hap- 
pened to him stating, “I didn’t 
even know there were this many 
Africans at the school. I thought 
it was just me by myself until re- 
cently,” making it clear that being 
able to have peers you can relate 
to can make a new experience all 
the more valuable. 
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Job seekers affected by social media 


How social media 
affects your job 


By MercEepDEZ McManus 
Correspondent 


In today’s tech-obsessed 
world, increasing amounts of 
people are using and checking 
social media websites and appli- 
cations daily. However, some- 
thing as innocuous as a Twitter 
or a Facebook profile could mean 
trouble when it comes to job 
hunting. A simple photo or post 
could result in zero job offers, 
and there are even more factors 
included in a social media profile 
that one wouldn’t even think of 
being used against them. But so- 
cial media profiles do not define 
a person or determine their abil- 
ity to excel at a certain job. Em- 
ployers should not be conducting 
these little under-the-table “back- 
ground checks,” as it could mean 
losing out on a great, qualified 
candidate due to unfair judge- 
ments or even discrimination. 

According to the Society for 
Human Resource Management, 
77 percent of employers now use 
social networking to recruit can- 
didates, up from only 34 percent 
percent six years ago. Social me- 
dia has quickly become a driving 
force in today’s society, and em- 
ployers. are using this to their ad- 
vantage due to the fact that they 
can use social media to gather 
certain applicant information that 
they would not be able to inquire 
about otherwise. And since the 
Equal Employment Opportuni- 
ty Commission has not issued 
specific rules governing social 
media, many of these applicant 
social media searches are being 
done so unofficially; there are no 
strict, structured rules or provi- 
sions when it comes to searching 
up an applicant’s social media 
profile, making the whole prac- 
tice questionable as it stands right 
now. 


It is true that some people be- 
lieve that social media search- 
es in regard to job hunting are 
completely fair game. The line 
of thought here is, “If you have 
nothing to hide, then why is the 
searching a problem?” In addi- 
tion, social media posts and pic- 
tures have been used to get peo- 
ple in trouble or even fired; social 
media can bring out the worst 
in people who believe that what 
they say behind a phone or com- 
puter screen does not matter in 
real life. But, while genuinely bad 
people can be “caught” by social 
media, completely innocent peo- 
ple are being unjustly evaluated 
and discriminated against based 
upon their own profiles. These 
people aren’t even saying or do- 
ing anything bad; their profiles 
just happen to contain certain 
“incriminating” information (and 
I’m using the word incriminating 
extremely loosely here). This is 
information that should not be 
used against anyone. 

While it is well-known that 
employers do not look favorably 
upon partying photos or posts 
containing curses, it is also im- 
portant to note that. certain in- 
formation gathered from social 
media profiles- such as sexual ori- 
entation, religion, and/or whether 
or not an applicant wishes to have 
children- can lead to rejection as 
well, according to University of 
Illinois business professor Don 
Kluemper, who participated in 
an NPR report about the topic at 
hand. 

Kluemper stated to NPR that 
his management students are 
often put into a sticky situation 
when they go for a job interview 
and later get “friended” or “fol- 
lowed” by the interviewer on a 
social media outlet. Kluemper 
further explains that his students 
fear not accepting the friend re- 
quests because they think it could 
jeopardize their chances of land- 
ing the job, and they also don’t 
know why they’re being friend- 
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ed or followed; what informa- 
tion could an interviewer want to 
know that they can only access 
from a social media profile? Well, 
there are a couple of things. 

In a job interview, there are 
some things that aren’t immedi- 
ately apparent to the interview- 
er: (for example,) a candidate’s 
religion, marital status or sexual 
orientation. By law, interviewers 
are not allowed to inquire about 
these things because it could lead 
to discrimination. However, ap- 
plicant social media profiles are 
treasure troves of information 
like this, which is leading to some 
serious issues within the job mar- 
ket. 

Alessandro Acquisti, a pro- 
fessor of information technolo- 
gy and public policy at Carnegie 
Mellon University, recently set 
up fake identities of identically 
qualified candidates who iden- 
tified only their religion on so- 
cial media. The study found that 
those who self-identified online 
as Muslim averaged 17 percent 
fewer callbacks nationally. This 
discrimination was especially ev- 
ident in areas with a high volume 
of Republicans, who showed bla- 
tant bias toward the fake Chris- 
tian candidates. 

Patricia Sanchez Abril, a busi- 
ness law professor at the Univer- 
sity of Miami, says that anti-dis- 
crimination laws apply regardless 
of where an employer sees the in- 
formation, but that doesn’t make 
anything easier. It’s incredibly 
difficult to actually prove wheth- 
er a candidate was rejected due to 
something an interviewer found 
on Facebook or Twitter. In addi- 
tion, Abril states that, “many of 
these judgments [regarding pri- 
vate applicant information] are 
even formed subconsciously. The 
employer may not even realize 
that he or she is discriminating.” 
This is hugely problematic, as ap- 
plicants could be rejected based 
upon the fact that their social me- 
dia profiles show that they’re gay 


or transgender or even, as men- 
tioned previously, Muslim. And 
the interviewer may not even rec- 
ognize their own discriminatory 
thoughts or biases! 

In addition to the problem of 
potential discrimination, most 
social media profiles are not built 
for employers; they’re built for 
the applicant by the applicant. 
In other words, while social me- 
dia applications and websites are 
public in nature, the profiles ap- 
plicants create through them are 
essentially manifestations of their 
private lives. Employers should 
not concern themselves with the 
private lives of applicants when it 
comes to considerations for open- 
ings - professional accomplish- 
ments and relevant experience 
should outshine the day-to-day 
life of an applicant, as one is not 
bringing their day-to-day life to 
the office. As long as one is able 
to pull themself together by the 
time they need to report to work, 
and as long as they do good, ef- 
ficient work, their private life 
should not matter at all in regard 
to their job (except, of course, in 
extreme cases, like when you’re 
the President). If someone has a 
few too many on a Friday night, 
that’s their business; not the busi- 
ness of their employer. 

Even further social media does 
not paint the full picture of any- 
body. Some people sensational- 
ize themselves or their lives on 
social media, while some people 
may even understate themselves 
or their lives. In addition, peo- 
ple have bad days, and nobody is 
perfect 100 percent of the time. 
If an employer just happens to 
scan the profile of someone who 
just vented about their horrible 
day on Twitter or Facebook, that 
employer could then potentially 
view that candidate as “disagree- 
able” or “uncooperative” or even 
simply “negative.” That candi- 
date could actually be the best, 
most agreeable, most coopera- 
tive, most positive person ever, 


but that one single post could 
completely taint their reputation 
in the eyes of the employer. Even 
something like less-than-per- 
fect online grammar or spelling 
or slang can make an employer 
question a candidate! I personally 
fancy myself a great writer, but 
I’m not writing like Emily Dick- 
inson on Facebook; this is the 
internet, not a thesis paper. The 
point is, a quick scan through a 
social media profile cannot pos- 
sibly tell an employer all about a 
candidate or their ability to excel 
at a certain job. 

Other Northern Essex students 
seem to agree with this line oi 
thought. NECC student Aubrie 
Campbell says, “[Social media] 
is not a reflection of a person’s 
professional life... People are 
different at work and in their per- 
sonal lives.” 

NECC student Sarah Desider- 
io says, “You could be unprofes- 
sional on social media but profes- 
sional at work... You’re going to 
be different on Friday morning 
versus Friday night.” 

NECC student Shani Hughes, 
however, is a bit conflicted on the 
issue. While Hughes ultimate- 
ly agrees that employers should 
not be checking applicant social 
media profiles, she says that the 
issue is a “blurred line.” Hughes 
says, “You need to be profession- 
al, but you’re on [social media] to 
socialize with who you want to... 
It’s public but it’s personal and 
private.” 

The practice of checking the 
social media profiles of job ap- 
plicants is, as it currently stands, 
unjust. There are no guidelines 
to these searches, it is leading 
to discrimination, it is basically 
an invasion of privacy, and it is 
not a good indicator of anybody’s 
abilities. Employers should not 
be conducting these searches; 
they should be focusing on what 
an applicant actually has to bring 
to the job rather than what they 
bring to social media. 


GSA hosting extravaganza 


The GSA club host- 
ing event to spread 


awareness 
By Kat RouTIER 


Correspondent 

The Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance Club, a place where 
anybody can be themselves and 
be accepted, is hosting a G.S.A. 
Extravaganza on April 26 from 
noon — 2 p.m. in the Tech Center, 
room 103. 

As Friday the rolled around 
last week Colby Patrie, the presi- 
dent of the club, had a welcoming 
air as we sat down to talk about 
the extravaganza. “The extrava- 
ganza was inspired by the multi- 
cultural event. It’s a big event for 
people to come and learn more 


about different G.S.A. identities.” 
At the event, there will be all 
kinds of information of what it 
means and what it is to be trans- 
sexual, bisexual, pansexual, asex- 
ual as well as a few more iden- 
tities. Besides all the information 
that’s going to be presented, there 
will be food, an open mic, an art 
night to accompany the extrava- 
ganza, and just overall fun. 
According to Kristi Arford, 
the club supervisor, “The GSA is 
about offering an inclusive space 
for LGBTQ students, and edu- 
cating the larger community. We 
promote and atmosphere of toler- 
ance, acceptance, and inclusion. 
We aim to ensure that NECC is 
a welcoming campus for LGBTQ 
folks, and that is something we 
as a college should be very proud 


of!”. 

Arfords statement is true, as I 
can speak from personal experi- 
ence in feeling this sense of ac- 
ceptance and inclusion by only 
going to one club meeting. I 
watched the club members work- 
ing diligently on the posters for 
their G.S.A. Extravaganza, and 
they had a good time doing it. 

With the music in the back- 
ground and the welcoming and 
accepted feeling that was present 
throughout the club meeting will 
certainly be present at the Extrav- 
aganza on April 26th in the Tech 
Center. 

If anyone is interested in the 
club itself, the G.S.A. meets on 
Fridays at noon in room B107. 
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Records are meant to be broken ... but 


this soon? 


Track and Field begins to blossom 
under Coach Desilvestre 


By Travis BARRETT 
Sports Editor 


After the drought of par- 

ticipants induced a period of 
three trackless semesters here at 
NECC, students Nolan Rice and 
Ruben Santa- Waldron are setting 
new records and raising the bar 
high for the re-established pro- 
gram. 
On April 7 at Regis College 
Ruben Santa-Waldron finished 
in seventh place in the 3,000 me- 
ter race with a time of 10:16.27 
which broke the school record. 
Waldron was able to put together 
a nice run for the first time this 
semester, although in high school 
he ran the two mile run which is 
200 meters longer, so he was ac- 
customed to the length. 

Unfortunately it was a non 
scoring event so no points were 
awarded to him. 

Coach Nelson Desilvestre 
said, “it was a positive learning 
experience” for Waldron who has 
been improving week to week. 
Waldron said on breaking the 
record that he was trying to put 
his names in the record books 
and was “looking to break the re- 
cord.” 

The following week on April 
15 at Fitchburg State Waldron 
continued his record breaking 
performance by winning the un- 


seeded section of the 5,000 me- 


ter with “strong race running” of | 


17:30.19 Coach Desilvestre said. 
Overall that was good for the 14 
slot but if you exclude the unat- 
tached runners (non college run- 
ners) he would have placed ninth. 

This past weekend at Spring- 
field community Waldron im- 
proved his time again for the 
5,000 meter with a time of 
17:26.42. “He’s steadily been 
improving the last few weeks,” 
Coach Desilvestre said on Wal- 
dron’s performance and that he 
“ran a solid race.” Waldron’s ex- 
perience has been positive stating 
that he was in it, “just for fun” but 
has enjoyed his time. 

He won his heat in the 200 out 
of lane 8 which is no short task 
to do but he “ran a solid race 
from beginning to end,” Coach 
Desilvestre said. He added that 
Waldron is .5 seconds short of 
qualifying for the event and “it 
would be a long shot to get there 
in a week but one never knows. 
That’s why we go out and com- 
pete.” 

It’s been fun for the track team 
this semester, even with just three 
athletes on the roster the team has 
been able to be ranked with the 
best in the NJCAA division three. 
As of April 10, they are ranked 10 
in the East Region and 24 overall 
but since April 19 they dropped to 
26 overall. 


#13 NECC studen Nolan Santa-Waldron running at Regis Community 


Rice has been another one of 
those out of the shadows surprise 
athletes who’s been improving 
on a week to week basis. He has 
however been “nursing a baby 
foot injury” as he puts it. Even 
with the injury he’s been able to 
put up points for NECC. 

Not only that, Rice has set the 
new school record for the high 
jump at 1.8 meter or 5’10.75” on 
April 15 at Fitchburg State. That 
was good for seventh place giv- 
ing Rice 1.5 points on the jump 
which gave NECC its first points 
in three years. 

He improved from the week 
prior at Regis with a jump of 1.72 
meters or 5’ 8” which was good 
for second, 
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Coach Desilvestre called it, 
saying that with a little “more 
consistency in his jumping I think 
he will continue to improve” 
which Rice did, breaking a school 
record the following week. 

At Regis, after the high jump, 
Rice came back and ran the 500 
meter with a time of 55.92, good 
for fifth. Rice was the clear top 
performer that week for NECC. 

At Springfield this past week- 
end Rice was able to perform in 
the high jump even with his foot 
injury. 

“He came so _tantalizingly 
close to clearing 1.83 (6’ 0”) on 
his second attempt which would 
have qualified him for the Na- 
tional Meet,” Coach Desilvestre 


ollege 


said. He also ran 24.03 in the 200 
meter which was a 0.90 second 
improvement from the first meet 
of the year and a personal best for 
him, Coach Desilvestre added. 

Rice said he gives all his 
thanks to Coach Desilvestre be- 
cause without him “I wouldn’t 
run everyday” or “be in shape,” 
Rice said on his coach. 

Clayton Bell has been improv- 
ing on his personal best times 
as of late. At Fitchburg he fin- 
ished with a personal best in the 
100 meter with a time of 15.39. 
Improving from the week prior 
where he was disappointed with 
his times at Regis community 
college, Coach Desilvestre said. 


“Mighty Mouse” defends his Flyweight world title 


Is Demetrious Johnson 
the greatest fighter of 
all time? 


By KyLe Woop 
Correspondent 


Demetrious “Mighty Mouse” 
Johnson successfully defended 
his Flyweight world title for a re- 
cord tying 10th defense on Satur- 
day April 15. 

Johnson’s victory on Saturday 
has left some NECC students be- 
lieving that he has solidified him- 
self as the greatest fighter of all 
time, while other students believe 
that title belongs to a different all 
time great. 

This past Saturday, Johnson 
stepped into the octagon looking 
to tie Anderson Silva’s record for 
most title defenses in the UFC, 
however first he would have to 
get past Wilson Reis. Reis, a 
world champion in Brazilian Jiu 
Jitsu, had earned his shot after 
winning three fights in a row. 
Many experts believed Reis had 


nS rr SL tt 


I have honestly never seen a more complete fighter than Mighty 
Mouse 
- William Wallace 


a 


the advantage on the ground, see- 
ing as all his finishes have come 
by way of submission. 

The fight did end in a submis- 
sion, however it was Reis who 
was the one tapping. This stunned 
the whole MMA community, as 
nobody saw Johnson submitting 
Reis. 

Already considered the num- 
ber one pound for pound fighter 
in the world, few figured they 
could be any more impressed 
with Johnson at this point. With 
his submission victory over Reis 
however, the conversation around 
the MMA bubble has tured into 
whether or not Johnson has offi- 
cially become the Greatest of All 


Time. 

When most hardcore MMA 
fans think about who the GOAT 
is, four names usually come 
up, Jon Jones, Anderson Silva, 
George St. Pierre, and Fedor 
Emelianenko. While you can 
make the argument for any of 
these legendary fighters, first year 
liberal arts major William Wal- 
lace feels that Johnson has sur- 
passed all of them. “I have hon- 
estly never seen a more complete 
fighter than Mighty Mouse. All 
the other guys who people like to 
say are the greatest are nowhere 
close to the same skill level as 
Johnson, anyone with a brain 
can see that.” Wallace continued 


saying, “He dominates guys at 
their own game, I mean he just 
submitted Wilson Reis who is a 
master of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. He 
outwrestled Henry Cejudo in the 
clinch, and Cejudos an Olympic 
Gold Medalist in wrestling!” 
While Wallace is passionate 
about Johnson being the GOAT, 
second year liberal arts major 
Francisco Tejada believes all this 
talk of Johnson being the great- 
est is insane. “Is Mighty Mouse 
a fantastic fighter? Of course, but 
he is 100% not even close to be- 
ing the GOAT yet.” Tejada feels 
that the title of GOAT belongs 
to a different champ, “His re- 
sume just doesn’t compare to Jon 


Jones, he’s gonna need at least a 
couple more defenses for me to 
get around on this idea.” 

Other students such as first 
year business transfer major Pat- 
rick Fetty doesn’t feel anyone can 
really be considered the GOAT. 
“This sport is really only 20 years 
old, while there have been some 
insanely talented fighters in the 
sport, it’s just to soon for some- 
body to be considered the great- 
est. Demetrious Johnson deserves 
all the credit in the world, and 
maybe in 50 year’s we can look 
back and truly believe that he was 
the greatest, but it’s just too soon 
to say at this point” Fetty said. 
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Knights baseball goes 6-0 in the conference 


NECC students looking for a 
championship season 


By MALIK ZORROK 


Sports Editor 

After a rough 2-6 start dating 
back to March 20th, the NECC 
Baseball team has went on a run 
here to set the ship right, winning 
9 out of their last 10 games. Not 
only have they started winning, 
but they are also undefeated, 6-0, 
against their own conference, a 
key to getting into the playoffs. 

Freshman right handed pitch- 
er, Corey Imbriano, has started 
off the season hot, logging the 
second most innings on the team 
while maintaining a dominant 
1.42 ERA. 

At the plate, sophomore Tra- 
verse Briana has enjoyed a stellar 
start to the season, posting a slash 
line of .472/.537/.1204, including 
a couple extra base hits. 

“Tt was a rough start to the 
season but the boys have found 
it out and they’re on a roll. They 
look like they’re having fun,” 
Joe Donofrio, a fan of the NECC 
baseball team, said. “The pitch- 
ing has been up and down, but the 
lineup has really helped them,” 
said Donofrio. “They’ve been 
hitting the ball really well” 

During the Knight’s current 
four game winning streak, they 
have averaged 16 runs per game. 
Whether that formula to winning 


games is sustainable or not, it is 
giving the pitching staff some 
time to work out some of the is- 
sues that have plagued them to 
start the season. 

“It’s good that they have 
righted the ship early, because 
they were not in a good position. 
They’ve been on a run here so 
hopefully they can play to their 
capabilities down the stretch,” 
said Jon Ortega, another fan of 
the NECC Baseball team. With 
13 games left in the season, the 
Knights have to hope their recent 
run is not a fluke, but rather a sign 
of how the season will end. 

“T think they have a lot of tal- 
ent. Some guys have not played 
up to their talents, but I have hope 
that they can keep this success 
going. The coaching staff is ex- 
cellent at finding what works and 
sticking with it,” NECC student, 
Kyle Jemn said. 

Unfortunately for the Knights 
they started their first home game 
against Community College of 
Rhode Island who are 22-4 in 
division two. They left NECC 
early after the 7th inning when 
the game was called off because 
the score got to 14-0 in favor of 
Rhode Island. Rhode Island came 
into the game 20-3 and continued 
hitting the ball well having the 
Knights go through four pitchers. 
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NECC pitcher #26 Devin Carvalho warms up at the mound against Rhode Island 


Each inning Rhode Island was up 
at the plate it felt like an eternity. 

Don’t be too alarmed though, 
the game doesn’t mean as much 
since they are not in the same 
division and most of those stu- 
dent-athletes are playing on 
scholarships. 

The Knights came back ready 
to play against Quinsigamond 
Community College on April 20 
winning 4-1 finishing in extra 
innings. Evan Glew, the start- 
ing pitcher, threw for seven in- 
nings giving up only one hit. The 
Knights tied up the game in the 


top of the ninth to make it 1-1. 
Then added three more runs in 
the tenth to solidify it. 

Traverse Briana, the Knights 
center fieldmen went 3-4 while 
scoring once, James Foley went 
3-5 scoring once himself in the 
game. 

This past Saturday the Knights 
had their double header against 
Massbay Community College but 
unfortunately due to the ground 
being to frozen from the cold 
weather prior, they were can- 
celled. 

The Knights split their dou- 


bleheader against Avery Point 
on Sunday winning the first one 
5-4 then losing the second 6-2. 
Neither Avery Point nor Quin- 
sigamond are in the Knights con- 
ference so the Knights still hold 
a 6-0 record against their confer- 
ence. 

The fans have high hopes for 
this team after a similar start to 
what happened last year, although 
they lost in the finals. They hope 
that this year, they can get back to 
the grand stage, and capture it all. 

Sports Editor Travis Barrett 
contribued to this report. 


NECC Se Baseball pictures 


Infield players have a meeting together during pitching change against 


Rhode Island 
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Photo byTravis Barrett 
Knights meet on the mound to discuss switching pitchers against Rhode 


Island 
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Healthy Snacks 101 
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“The Last Jedi” Talking bad 


Fans rave about upcoming Star Wars 
movie: “The Last Jedi” 


By NEAL Cox 
Correspondent 

Last weekend, the 12th An- 
nual Star Wars Celebration was 
held in Orlando, Florida, which 
showcased the next wave of Star 
Wars projects, ranging from com- 
ic books and video games all the 
way to TV shows and Theme 
Parks. 

However, despite the various 
panels and first looks, the biggest 
event of them all was the reveal of 
the first trailer for STAR WARS: 
The Last Jedi, the next highly 
anticipated entry in the newly re- 
vived Sci-Fi/ Fantasy series. 

Directed by Rian Johnson, 
whose films include Brick and 
Looper, The Last Jedi will pick 
up right after the end of The Force 
Awaken. This follows the adven- 
tures of Rey, Finn, Poe and Luke 
Skywalker, the main character of 
the original trilogy. It continues 
to follow the journey to stop the 
evil First Order. 

Fans across the world were 
massively hyped for the trailer’s 
release, and from the reception 
seen online, many are happy with 
what they got. 

But, how did Northern Essex 
students react to the trailer? 


d Richard, of Amesbury, 
\ -achusetts, was, like many, 
pleased with the final result. 

“] thought it was great,” Rich- 
ard said, “I am really looking for- 
ward to it this December.” 

Kirk Whelan, of Windham, 
New Hampshire, was impressed, 
but not as much as Richard. 

“T thought it was mainly con- 
fusing, but I liked that it had a 
bit of foreshadowing,” Whelan 
answered, “Not as good as Star 
Trek, though, I must say.” 

Stephen Oatman, of Salem, 
New Hampshire, disagreed. 

“| thought the trailer was 
amazing,” Oatman sai. “I 
thought it did a great j- 1eav- 
ing a lot out, because it’s a teas- 
er, but I think it does great job 
of foreshadowing grey jedi, and 
how Luke is changing the Jedi 
the Order. I can’t wait to spend 
money to see this movie, multiple 
times.” 

The trailer was released to the 
public on numerous social media 
platforms such as Twitter, Face- 
book and YouTube, and The Last 
Jedi is slated to release in the 
United States on December 15th, 
2017. 


Students discuss 
the show “Breaking 
Bad” 


By JARED RICHARD 
Correspondent 

It seems like only yesterday 
that AMC’s hit television series, 
Breaking Bad, first premiered 
and took the world of television 
by storm. 

The series revolves around 
Walter White (Bryan Cranston) 
whom of which is a high school 
chemistry teacher who is soon 
diagnosed with terminal cancer 
and has spun his whole world 
upside down. 

Enlisting the help of his for- 
mer student Jesse Pinkman (Aar- 
on Paul) Walt sets out to “break 
bad” as he gets into the illegal 
Crystal Meth industry to ensure 
the future of his family after he 
is gone. 

Along the way, Jesse and 
Walt are soon in over their heads 
as they have to deal with other 
criminals, the law, and their own 
personal demons as the show 
progresses over its five sus- 
penseful seasons. 

Breaking Bad is often re- 
garded as a masterpiece and it 
rightfully should as it blended 
masterful storytelling, compel- 


ling characters, and was able 
to just get better as the series 
progressed. 


AMC | released 


Recently 
a spin off the hit series titled 
“Better Call Saul,’ which 
forms as a prequel to the orig- 
inal series and centers around 
James ““Slippin Jimmy” Mc- 
Gill, who is later referred to 
as Saul Goodman in Breaking 
Bad. 

Jimmy is an upcoming law- 
yer whom of which is trying to 
do the right thing, but always 
ends up in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. 

Both television series have 
both been critical and had com- 
mercial success and it seems 
like almost everyone has at 
least heard of these characters, 
including students at NECC. 

While working on her shift 
at the book store, NECC student 
Olivia Moses, stated that she in 
fact enjoyed the series through- 
out its run time. “I was a big fan 
of the shows realistic and gritty 
tone, while I really loved how 
they portrayed its protagonist.” 

While other students may 
not be in on the circle of what’s 
trending in the world of televi- 
sion, as Alan Jackson has stated 
that he is not very familiar with 
the series but has stated “It sure- 
ly looks like something that I 


Breaking 
Bad 


Photo Courtesy 
would enjoy under the right cir- 
cumstances.” 

However on the opposite end 
of the spectrum is NECC student 
Stephen Oatman, who has never 
been a fan of the show at all. 

“I’m a chemistry major and 
take science very seriously and 
I hate the fact that the series 
portrays chemistry in a negative 
light, and I don’t like the fact that 
Better Call Saul is just riding off 
the success of Breaking Bad.” 


